
BOSTON COLLEGE 
REV. THOMAS I. GASSON, S.J. CHAIR 

VISITING JESUIT SCHOLARS 
 

Funded in 1978 by a generous gift from the Jesuit Community at Boston College, 
the Gasson Chair is held by a distinguished Jesuit scholar in any discipline for a 
term not to exceed two years: 
 
2023-2024 José M. Guibert, SJ, Institute for Advanced Jesuit Studies  
  “Leadership Lessons from St. Francis Xavier,” November 20, 2023   
2022-2023 Francisco De Roux SJ , Longergan Center 
  “Drafting Colombia’s Truth Commission Report,” November 8, 2022 
2021-2022 Miguel Yaanez, SJ, Theology  

“Pope Francis, the Ongoing Reform of the Church, and the Challenges for 
Christian Ethics,” November 11, 2021 

2020-2021 Giovanni Pietro Basile, SJ, Philosophy  
“Karl Jaspers: Philosophy of Exitence as Event and Philosophia Perennis, 
February 10, 2021 

2019-2020 ------------------------------ 
2018-2019 Jeffrey von Arx, SJ, School of Theology and Ministry 

“Two Cardinals: Conflict and Controversy in the Victorian Catholic 
Church,” November 14, 2018 

2017-2018 Francis Xavier, S.J., Physics  
  “Implications of Dark-Matter/Energy to the Understanding of Reality,”  
  November 1, 2017 
  “Science and Religion—Are they at Crossroads?” April 4, 2018 
2016-2017 Gerhard Bowering, S.J.Gasson Lecture Series Engaging Islam: 
  “Finding Roots in Scripture and Tradition,” Sepember 21, 2016 
  “Seeking the Face of God,” October 12, 2016 
  “Tracing Humanity in Time and Eternity,” November 9, 2016 
  “Observing Prayer and Ritual,” February 8, 2017 
  “Imposing Social Order,” March 1, 2017 
  “Pursuing Jihad and Martyrdom,” April 12, 2017 
2015-2016 Rev. Pierre de Charentenay, S.J., , Political Science  
  “Can a Society Live Without Religion? Or How the West is Making so  
  Many Jihadists?,” March 31, 2016 
2014-2015 Rev. Frank Brennan, S.J., Boston College Law School 

“Autonomy and the Common Good: The case study of law and policy 
relating to euthanasia and physician assisted suicide,” March 17, 2015 
“Human Rights and the National Interest: The case study of asylum, 
migration and national border protection,” April 16, 23015 

2013-2014 ------------------------------ 
2012-2013 Rev. Philip Endean, S.J., School of Theology and Ministry 

“Ignatian Spirituality, Jesuit Identity, and the Research University: In 
Quest of Realism,” April 18, 2013 

 
 
2011-2012 Rev. Christopher Willcock, S.J., Music  



“God Here and Hidden: A Performance of ‘Southern Star,’” November 17, 
2011 

2010-2011 Rev. Thomas Buckley, S.J., Theology  
  “Mentoring and Jesuit Eduation,” November 15, 2010 
2009-2010 Rev. Andrea Vicini, S.J., Theology  
  “The Future of Bioethics,” November 11, 2009 
2008-2009 Rev. Mark Massa, S.J., Theology  
  “A More Evangelical Catholicism?” February 12, 2009 
2007-2008 Rev. Rene Pio Javellana, S.J., Fine Arts  
  “Philippine Cinema, Striving to be Global,” November 6, 2007 
2006-2007 Rev. Keith Pecklers. S.J., Theology 

“Recent Developments in Roman Catholic Relations with Anglicans and 
Methodists,” November 2, 2006 
“Catholic Liturgy 40 Years After Vatican II: Development of Decline?” 
November 9, 2006 

2005-2006 Rev. Jose Mario Francisco, S.J., Theology 
“Translating Christianity in Asian Tongues: Cultural Dynamics and 
Theological Issues,” December 1, 2005 

2004-2005  Rev. James Keenan, S.J., Theology 
  “Educating in a Time of HIV/AIDS,” March 30, 2005 
2003-2004  Rev. James Keenan, S.J., Theology 
  “The Rights of Priests,” March 16, 2004 
2002-2003  ------------------------------  
2001-2002 Rev. Paul McNelis, S.J., Economics 
2000-2001  ------------------------------- 
1999-2000  Rev. John M. Staudenmaier, S.J., History 

"Remaining Fresh in a High Pressure Society: Choices of Prayer and 
Kinship," April 11, 2000 

1998-1999  Rev. John M. Staudenmaier, S.J., History 
“BlakeTalking at the Speed of Light: Electronic Media and Public 
Discourse in the United States,” November 10, 1998 

1997-1998  Rev. Richard Blake, S.J., Fine Arts 
"Feeling Bad About Feeling Good: Death and Resurrection in the Films of 
Frank Capra,” April 22, 1998 

1996-1997 Rev. Richard Blake, S.J., Fine Arts 
1995-1996 Rev. Gerald P. Fogarty, S.J., History 
1994-1995 Rev. Francisco F. Claver, S.J. , Theology 
1993-1994 Rev. Ernest Ferlita, S.J., Theater 
1992-1993 Rev. John W. O'Malley, S.J., History 
1991-1992 Rev. Quentin Lauer, S.J., Philosophy  
1990-1991 Rev. Quentin Lauer, S.J., Philosophy 
1989-1990 Rev. Paul A. Schweitzer, S.J., Mathematics 
1988-1989 Rev. Joseph Fitzmyer, S.J., Theology 
1987-1988 Rev. Joseph Fitzmyer, S.J., Theology 
1986-1987 Rev. Gerald F. Cavanagh, S.J., Management 
1985-1986 Rev. J. Robert Barth, S.J., English 
1984-1985 Rev. Francis P. Prucha, S.J., History 
1983-1984 Rev. Francis P. Prucha, S.J., History 



1982-1983 ---------------------------- 
1981-1982 Rev. Avery Dulles, S.J., Theology 
1980-1981 ---------------------------- 
1979-1980 Rev. William B. Neenan, S.J., Economics 


