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When we think of Jewish-Christian encounters in the High 

Middle Ages, disputation and polemic are often the first things 

that come to mind. However, the abbey of Saint Victor, in the 

mid-twelfth century, also witnessed a different kind of 

interaction between Christians and Jews: an encounter centered 

not on what divided but on what united them. The discovery of 

a shared scriptural heritage could lead to mutual learning, but it 

was not always without challenges. 

 

 

 

 

Register by email to attend in-person.     Register online to attend virtually. 
                  (Space is limited. Lunch will be provided.) 
 

Frans van Liere is Professor of History and Director of the Medieval Studies 

Program at Calvin University in Grand Rapids, MI, where he teaches a 

variety of courses in medieval and world history, and courses in interfaith 

engagement. His research interests include Medieval Europe, Medieval 

biblical exegesis, and Jewish-Christian relations; his current scholarship 

focuses on the history of medieval Christian Hebraism. Prof. Van Liere 

studied at the University of Groningen in his native Netherlands (M.Th., 

M.A. in Medieval Studies, and Ph.D. in Medieval Studies). His publications 

include Life at Saint Victor (2021), An Introduction to the Medieval Bible 

(2014), Interpretation of Scripture: Practice (2015), and Interpretation of 

Scripture: Theory (2012). 
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